
COURSE OUTLINE

General Education/Area C2
German 150:  GERMAN CIVILIZATION: Beginnings to 16th Century 

Fall   2015






Instructor: Dr. Marjorie D. Wade

MWF  9:00-9:50






Office:  Mariposa  2021

Eureka 102






Office phone: 278-5508 (no voice mail)

class call number: 83892





mdwade@csus.edu









Office Hours: WF 10-10:50; MW 5:00-5:30
Required Textbooks: 
Kurt F. Reinhardt,  Germany: 2000 Years.  volume I,  (Ungar Publishing Co., New York)

C. Tacitus, The Agricola and the Germania, (Penguin Books)
www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/tacitus1.html
Additional Reading Assignments will be made from selections 

in the Reserve Room in the Library

Catalogue Description: German 150.  Historical, social and artistic forces in German civilization 




from the time of  the Great Migrations to the Reformation. 
  
All readings and lectures in English.   3 units

Prerequisite: 
 
 None.  There is no German language requirement for this class.




 All lectures, class discussions and readings are in English. 




 Course approved for General Education/Area C2
Course Requirements: The course material is presented in lecture format with discussion of the assigned reading. Slides, videotapes, and recordings will be used to supplement the lectures and reading. Students will be responsible for the material in the Reinhardt  text (chapters 1-8), the description of  Germania  by Tacitus,  and the material presented in lectures.  

Students are urged to stay current with their reading assignments and to maintain and organize their own notes on both the reading and the lectures throughout the semester. Regular attendance and participation in class discussion and writing exercises are considered to be an important part of the course requirements and will have an effect on your grade. 
Attendance– Instructors have the right to administratively remove any student who, during the first two weeks of instruction, 
fails to attend any two class meetings (for courses that meet two or more times a week), or one class meeting (for courses that meet once a week). It is therefore especially important that students contact instructors in advance regarding absences during the add/drop period. However, do not assume instructors will turn in official drops.  It is the responsibility of each student to officially drop any scheduled courses he or she is not attending. Failure to do so will result in penalty grades (“WU” or “F”).

Method of Instruction: This course will introduce the students to the political and cultural background of the civilization of

all the German-speaking regions of the world through lectures, readings, discussion, videos, recordings, and worksheets.  

Course Objectives:  The German-speaking countries, geographically at the very heart of Europe, have played a central role in European civilization since Carolingian times and have had a major influence on world history and world thought. This course is designed to provide a background of the political and cultural history of the German-speaking world and presents an overview of the geography, political, social and intellectual history with attention to the major trends in art and music. The course provides a foundation for study in depth of the literature, life and culture of the German-speaking countries and is intended to help the student develop an appreciation and knowledge of the contributions of the German-speaking world to Western civilization. 
Student Learning Outcomes:  Students successfully completing this course should be able to 

A. Demonstrate knowledge of the conventions and methods in the study of the humanities.


B. Investigate, describe, and analyze the roles and effects of human culture and understanding in the development of 
 
     human societies


C. Compare and analyze various conceptions of humankind.


D. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the historical development of cultures and civilizations, including 

     their animating ideas and values. 

Students will meet these outcomes by learning from lectures, participation in class discussions, completing the reading assignments, completing the worksheets and essays. 
Tests and homework:  Worksheets that develop analytical and critical thinking skills are to be completed weekly 
based on the material from the reading and lectures. These worksheets help in organizing the material and afford the 
opportunity to gain the ability to compose thoughtful responses to essay questions and acquire the basic skills of a liberal arts student.  Each student is expected to write over 1500 words over the course of the semester.  
There will be five fifty-minute tests, which will be administered every third Friday of the semester. 

Grades will be affected by attendance, the quality of classroom participation, completion of the worksheets, and the grades received on the five one-hour tests and the written essay. Topic of the paper will be announced in class. The length of the written essay may vary, but should be 3-5 typed pages in length. All written work will be assessed for style, grammar, syntax and spelling as well as content. Please proofread your work and do not rely on your computer spellchecker or grammar checker for accuracy.  
Grading Scale: 90-100% =A, 80-89% =B, 70-79% =C, 60-69% = D,  less than 60% F
Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. See campus policy on academic dishonesty 
at www. csus.edu/admbus/umanual/UMA00150.htm.

No electronic devices are to be used in class.  This includes laptop computers.
(For students making class presentations that require use of smart classroom facilities, please contact IT techs personally in MRP 2054, in advance of your presentation date, for assistance with specific cords and attachments to be used with projectors and laptops.)

Students with special needs should consult the University’s office for services to Students for Disabilities. 


